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Hean Friends,

Abound ilomance his //c),&'u.'r,z// jacr/!o/z‘, ue
ane. loo/%ing forewand Lo oun all Zime {neam vouce,
beginning Uctoben 1975--a 20 month, 1,000 mile”

[ nade iiind odyssey dround The world!  The Gularacws,
lideainn Jaland, (R French Uceania, Samwa, e
Hokelaus, Fiji, New Hebrides, New Guinea, Dorneo,
banghok, dingapone, Lali, ithe Seychelles, lanzibun, tiozambicoue, (ape loun, .iscension
Jadand and %&e rmazon Riven, e ne chovsing a dedicated wina chew o shane Lhiin
adventune aboard Romance. Dut #hat's geliing ahead ol ihe «f.b(’j)ﬁ‘/f.

1974 waa an interesting yean. With the fuel shortage, fomance made a
mini-dong cruise last summen, hrough the nelatively unknoun southemn and wesiean
(aribbean. Jt began with a trade wind sleighnide, surniing doun spinach-qreen seas
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off the jgwé/z cmenican coust, (coloned by the nich munoff of jungle aivens.) Yala
iapgarita’s caouning peak plenced the wanm haze, and we [lew in o anciwn off miles
of godden beach, Vorlaman is an island hideaway fon weality Venezuelans, and /u'.gh
nige hotels ane going up beside odd fortifications. bLut the people sill ill #he
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sea in handsome,” gaily painted open boats. (ne day's catch would seemingly feed
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all of Sowth simenica, fgﬂmzf shining beauties of eveay vaniety, e discovened
"calamanes, " rounds ol aweet, tasdy aquid, deep fried Like onion nings. Fenject
with iced i/efze;;z,&elan, een. we wene the only yacht, and the only Nonte smenicanvs.

The summen’s {finest moment came jusi qt daun off Lonainre, when romance
sailed through a flock of a hundned brighi pink { aﬁuﬁgoof setided on the waten.
They Zook flight doun boih sides of the ship jusit yards away, thein grcat necks
oub-thuat, and long legs dangling behind. = What a sight! fwwcau followed, then
@ atuns'l mun doun Zo (antagena, where we visited the new (olumbian iraining ban-
cue, Ylonia. In the primative San Blas islands, we added Zo oun coiaaéul oda’
collections, and played oun naditional basketball game with ihe (una Jndians,
aunely the amallesit playens on eanth. e were beaten even wonse Zhan last time.



; Fanama, ihen anothen new isdand fon Romance; 3an sindres, a Litile hnoun
Lgalum/;wz olayground. 1he windward beaches, paotected by o barnien neei, boasit
fine /wzfe/@ , deaside cafes, electric sunnys and a sightseeing train that had ihree
ats in fourn houns, Uun snug anchonrage on the lee side nesembled a nocky iiaine
cove, with palm Zrnees.

Ko moads lead into Fort Royal, Roatan, Hondounaws, a quiei lovely ba;in
the hills, which was once headuuartens jor Henny tiongan and monre than 3,000 buccan-
eens. They wene not the fins, howeven, forn we dived on a wnecl. believed o pne-
date Colum&w by 200 years! (lThis from amphona datings by the Univensity of Fenn~
sylvania. Ao 2his ship continued westward fon only anoithen hundned miles, she
would have discovened the lMayan civiligation jus coming #o a close in the Yucatan.
we pondened this as we visited these ancient cities which lay undiscovened unden

éiww/ée g/ww:i/z for centuries.

(Aichen Jiza is Like ancient Rome, with temples, alians, zhousand columns,
sdadiums and @t aitronomical obseavatony. The onnately canved buildings, size and
grandune is sitaggening., Ushmal must have been a goveanment centen, and. uncomioni-
ably suggests what lashingZor, U.(. may look Like'in a thowsand yeans (maybe soonern
the way things are going.) The great pyramids nise into ithe blazing ilexican sky,
while countryfodk a2l dwell in mud and wattle huts, ,

(oaumel, iiami and the bahamas, more lovely than we nemembened. fow we
had 2o pay the pipen for oun summen of fine, fain weathen. Romance battled back
towarnd St. Thomas aig),a,i{wi a succedsion of tropical depressions, head winds and
angry seas. At 3:30 Al one wild black night, we susiained a squall of full hunni-
cane’ force. Romance was already shontened doun to tuwo small sdomm staysails, and
these Literally exploded, blocks {lying into pieces and toan canvas showering
dpanks. Wiith m%eﬂ, hamm done,” Romance tore off unden bane poles. Rain’stung
Like bees, the wind a sodid weight. Fretty exciting otuff--but o of our mone
seasoned shiomates sdept through it all! '

lay the New Yean hold no squalls fon you! (ive' Ll be sailing the Vingins as
éz:/}ma,[ u/u‘,cj late summen.) Hope io see yofj aj@ £l then, wamnm wishes fon a blessed
andlstmad.,




