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ROMAN

IMPRESSIONS OF THE SOQUTH PACIFIC - LOST EDENS,
PIREWALKERS, BUSHMEN, WAR CANOES, SHELL MONEY AND SHARK WORSHIP

Po. ia—-s0ft Lands of Luninous Lagoons, £lue mounlains aising from lhe sea, sun

‘ ) aéz.t{;iwarbtiﬁadeuindéky. The pure magic of (loonea’s deep, misly fjonds, Litlle
wisps of cloud spilling down her spectaculan pecks. Long walks along the shone noad under the
pa,/zlpi, on up in the cool mountains among pines and coffee and waxy cashew trees. Sudden squalls
in the night to send us nacing on deck to put out a second anchor, Huchini--the Maraes of Lac
Maeva, ancient open ain temples of human sacrnifice, sombenr and bnooding.

The Firewafbers of Raiatea: A pit X' x 50' filled with sizzling volcanic rocks is finsl
] Wk paln Jronds Zo nemove Live coals. Prayens ane chanted fo ancient gods; then a very
old woman, ﬂwu&cbwoﬁa:/f%, steps into the pit canrying a tonch, She crosses with measuned
steps, unscathed Ly Lines still lunning beneath the nocks, Then the whole troop marches across- -
nathen quichly--several times. The cenemony is completed by traditional singing and dancing.
A it was ovenr, in afoul an houn, we bnaved the pit. J walked across Larefool--nathen quichly.

nochs wene HOT all night, ful no Longen sconching. Mot decks arne good irnaining forn amaleun
i . Jn Raiatea, Tahitian Jriends gave the Romance a traditional "Tema Ara A”, a sum-
pluous eanth oven feast of tuna fLaked with nocks, poi, paupow and pomplemus, that huge pen-
fumed Pofynesian gropefruil; elegant raw fish in Lime juice and coconut cream, yams, tano, Laked

, sugany pineapple ond hearts of pobm, that millionaine'’s salbad which sacnifices the

~=all ealen with the Lingerns Like Adam and &ve. Tahitions and hospiltality are synonymous.

Bona Bora was a milestone for Romance, Hene in 1972, we aeluclontly turned homewond to a

Lusy deadon in the Vingins, with a mise to ourselves to retuin--a promise now kept, The Cook
Jslands, Rarolonga and Palmenston £y, then the Samoas, Pago Pago and Apia, and on llarch

142k, we celebrated 10 years of owning and sailing our Leautiful and much Loved Romance across
Wwomw#ﬂwwdd--wuu';mﬂmmjtmgmdaﬁéﬂw&am&zgd.

Meumﬁawd'ﬂwTokaéwadabd&ien. No yachts are allowed to call, fut Romance carr~

ied medical & forn a new clinic--and the chiefs wene oul of lofaccol le wene welcome.
Atofu is a small aloll, the matus {isbeIx] thichly covened with polms ond very green, with fire
while sand Leaches, The neefs are awash at Low tide, sinewn with £Lhack fLlocks of conal

Zorn from the sea led and hurbed onto the reel during hurricanes, The deep fLue of the open sen
bneaks with deceptive gentleness, smothening the bright onange of the conal wall in whitest foam.
Beyond, the Lagoon shimmers vibrant turquoise in the sun, The whole is a scene of dazzling fLeau-
Li,ﬂuuaeomwathémﬂnghaﬁawddzﬁom. Triangles of while oppeared, sailing outri
slimming Like futlenflies outsi t/ze/w?L They quickly overtook Romance unden full sail,
Tokelau dugout is an intenesting lyne, 35-40' Long; fow, midship and stean sections cut from
separnate Logs and seun togelhen wilth sennil, and caulhed with nesin. Planks are added in the
dame mannen to give extra freeboard, and foth ends covered Like a hayck, lhen a man dies, he is
bunnied in a section of his cance--and a new Log added on.



There are no westean style homes in Atafu. The fales are atiractive open walled thatch huts
uu')‘fz mats to Lowen when il nains—-vewy cook, The Lloon Ls u,éua,&& e.[;eua,ted, covened wilth

y woven mats, There is no funnatune, andonea,&smadé z oaa,ec&.rwdonz‘fzz/i&ooa.
Caa/ungudmbeoumapen/i/wdmduexoa%en,t in the finest Polynesian tradition. Qua Loys
wene adopted Ly sevenal families, wzdﬂm%wwenafa&a,&ﬂwawn Aé%ad/#wmﬂbe
moon-washed Lagoon, wilth the chiefl’s daug/;?%d Lin a,tzendafwed ;he/w Weﬁﬁf - eny night, the
Po. ariovaly at our nls--and a Lestival of colon an muxu,can
bmdotwly,% Wdan,a gﬂz,u{emgwaf aj,ziefuw} O OIZZ/OVa/uULono, ﬂzgﬂzflﬁd rnilal songs s have ,ovu”y
/L&cewtﬁyﬁeenwwed MddwéudiheMdmem8hmmatﬂawam neven
nunfen! On both these happy Edens, ue,lmtadwyaﬂj4, and did oun besl to neciprocate /zmt—
Lies aboard. Romance was swomped with nevel. weng gﬁcmud&jaﬂﬂnmﬂoodﬂw
only tuning to tearns and Lamenis on parting, as Romance sheeted home her sunset-
sails, daﬂkwwum&dhmwtozbegoidenom

/’Zanda.y April 5, 1976, %edag&dwm was, Romance crossed the International Date Line
ng the Fw,#/wm fron the carelree isles of Polynesia, into the excitin un/anowna,.
ﬂze{axz(&/%texm ~~dark and primative (lelanesia, which was to thrill us /uezd,onj

New Helnides: There are only alout 150 Lushmen, Small Nembus, still Living in the unAwweyzd

intenton o Malehula, Just 3 weehs Lefore, the Small Nemfus had split a Frenchmon's shull open
Lon enlening the Nakamal, the sacred house, Nowdlﬂwamttwwy;:ﬁn.tunudlagzdfemd&vw
ernment neprisals. Naonehad&eenéu‘zﬂwuwwe. ile negotiated fon anong the coastal

/na,nle.rhe n , on, then off again, Jn the Zhey seanched us and Let
mmdww Oun 8 youngesl and strongesl constituted the Langest party
Jfoa,ttmiztﬂu,é3 fonced manch, Comp&atdya.tﬂwmcgo/;ﬂw&bdmen afraid to break Ssome
unknoun talu, Jffue,de Lrom Anenican cities Lived and ate with wildmen, sleeping in the "womon4

houAe,”uét.h,aLgA fon company, and fanana Leaves fon coven cgainst the mountain cold.

The nest of us a nearer village, but Leing nearen the coast, they were even mone
Jearfull, and f:ould Wmm oun uwufge e did however, 4 a young mon and 3 Loys
along the path. Ue impaled them with oun camenas, as shy as animals, weaning ondy a greel



Lanana Leaf nan&z.d'andcwwed;u.gdwm They wonily accepted oun cigareltes; and on pass-
flung a spear trivmphantly into the jungle. Me?@tiﬂem&agg

The ni we'll Long nemember, a wild night of nacing clouds, swrling-cunling
seas, ceo&W mdﬁe%atuolamo Benbow, A,t/waﬁungadwu//wdp&uue above us.

Anfrym-—of the heroic Mm—/;e/m gods and bnooding slit-gongs, hollow tree Trunks with Lig eyrd,
Long nosed, whimsical faces. le traded fon drums, masks and dance stichs, hall-figunes with
waving anms, nesembling papien mac/bé med of cob- wels and clay.

Ticopia ié a ,Eod»adden <sland, once considened hostile and excitalle. Nolody goes there.

Jt soun Romance anchoned in 15 Jathoms a ¢£ the neef-~the chain Liter~
ally roared dom-—anaﬁl was soon Surrounded by canoes. The are Jience Looking fellows,
Zalooed all oven, wilh a huge mop of ned hain, fLack tealh, andmuﬂw /udwuélg
ned from fetel nut chewing. T wear, J.ncéo,t/zo,lp,lal.naﬁcte ( bant cloth.) The women
wear nothing ful tatoos aﬁoue ta,rza skints, smoke pipes, chew and shave thein heads.

They wouldn't win any feauty prizes, The childnen, however, ane adonalle, with kig frouwn eyes,
sweel smiles, and,bwah#owwmihzmpwwedw and noses,

Jt is nequined that tohen ¢ifts Le rpresented to each of 4 chiefs who nule Ticopia, the wild-
est, [fiencest old men on the island. The 12 year old son of the youngest chiel went alon a/s
aide to protocol, SAzL/ymdehadiamazdonawzhanddankowZeﬂwﬂwdz
MWWMWW@WM@ while an atlendani
could an ALQL mizgg,uw odt%y straight-Loced New England Skippen in such a setting? UYel the peop@e

The unzfjt uuu,tedu,dz‘,oa,&eaéi e crambed into his Low, dark hut, Jzn‘c‘zldijza
,EMd d uz/eszzééhaddowuéﬂ and comfontalle as a plastern cast, The U:J;Zagp/w oo in

uwé and sat in ) W@M/WM?WW‘“ TheLLg/Lt/Aama
mﬂema,ou.élwptm/;&akuzdonlea packages h gn»ea.tlyfmmﬂwaa#te/w Uans on
shulbls? Outside, Ihecoakﬁuwuazed&eyon the Low doon, Ue sat and ate and tho alout
where we wene, macﬁﬁéhmﬁmhm,ua. "Aﬁugmtuz.eéatmmacfdzw”f?an@ nes sang,
Pe/z/za/wnorpea/’uéw wuﬁemekwp@wmoﬁmgﬁackﬂbeyww the centunies?

Fmtmeﬂwbwdo&anae of with chunks 2 and
Laked in a coconut shell, and fesi eﬁn Mn hencm34cwmyouy{a %ﬂ:
thein meagen 4 zo/uetoqumtanddzaxoea’, then casava nools, ia/wma'mn,eyam,é
washed down with nuts. Thmm&adu&analﬁzlw%mho& [ ,uﬁewz,eo/,/imedmd
tried, lLetel nuts, c/ueweduoz‘/zap%zeatea,lmd&zym 3! ‘jgfbt'ioﬂzem
This magical night ended with the chiel himsctf g/LMAaMmanmcomt a slow

Z{dlmawmmizd@mmedéwwgandéhwda{w well caleulated to thaill the Least
entunousd



Solomons: langa Langa. Jack London once called flalaitia "the most savage Jsland."” Even
io —There aie elusive Tushmen in the interion, nahked and wild, Thein age ofd enemies, the
waler people’ still fuild thein sago palm huls on conal-walled artilicial islands oul on
ﬂwazzﬂéoﬁ;ngal_mgal,agoon Th%eﬂwgc&ngtoﬂtwoldawtom, andwa,dlujzﬂbedhwzfe
BIAKWA.  The women ane fusy full time making mo ~Litenally--oul of shell. Fon "shell money
--alnings of tiny shell dishs--is s1ill Legal Le.n.de/L in fanks and stones throughout the Solomons.
Believe it on nol,

Shzd#mgmptaa/w/,,uwt chipped into 3/8” disks, dnilled and strung, then polished
endless e?h {)T/zma/w3denomuw.&,on,é white, loum’;oaam-
ge, and ned, the p/vut Mmadh&l[70ﬂaﬂmmdd@ep. The current fank nate is 320 Australiar
Jor a lathom (6 [eet) of ned shell money. The custom suwives lecause a bnide (on a pig) can

only e purnchased with shell money.

Gawa in the Marshall Bennels is another neven visited .island. fLezLeuremadeoneo{ImeAt
WWMO#WWW,@WWWMMWM&M(W&WW&
cwwadhue.lawl’ungmed,loalo mﬁg,u e saw four magnificent models, and some of
uédao&edman,e—-m,/iaetlon onnately cawed prow and steans, streamens of
white coi ?heomgg,mwmnmlyu& around as oun masts, andﬂzedpaoe

ﬁzdaumuuﬂzﬂam&oa The sail is nectangulan, ﬂw;mdlaﬂoaau&lyhaustedwthaut

l.la.dw mdd&tdcagonaﬂ@ioﬂwmi As soon as this primative thatch sail filfed, the canoc

Aeemed,to‘&ea/zaato#ﬂwwa,t@z ?@Lyldwﬂwma’. o.ta.c/e fhejmduémlyémmgaﬂuund

the mast, low fecomming the slern all she goes. of Gawa are supreme arntisls

My,thu-zi‘heyom, Aauz&s Letel nut mortans g slicks, a/wexqtu,a/taly
efzcadedi‘/u,,l,&u ‘treasunes.

On Kitava in the Trolnionds, we had the incredilly good Luck Lo annive on the eve of (lila
Mala, Wmmaudmmg&ehwutmdﬁewgaﬂﬂwwﬂwm;mn, Liter-
ancestral

thein New llearn, (lila floba is always held on the full moon. AL new moon, i

,}llyoum Irom Tuma Jsland, and are welcomed 6'a,c/eioﬂbew,&/’ag,eﬁgﬂbeo£d4tw At Mila Mala,

/zmadefahonoaﬂuedp&w&sand&édﬂwmnod@ue,ﬂmmﬂmz a to
ouzz.%o ather Time, and Baly New Yean. We Left Romance at #4:30 AM, and

dark jun pathtoi/wwo&age Zing mushroons glowls in the 3. erndeluejl ‘they
Wwi{gﬁoﬁ "fhying witches’, togzﬂbmuoth/,&://ieé aadéh%%iww--w Tao&u.ojj;! Eﬂ—/
lef. Jn the village, W,aww,mm thein children's faces in charcoal and white lLime,
Halloween excitement prevailed,  The dulahen s Lrown fodies with coconut o0il,
mmmzmmmd@mmlmﬂzﬁmz md,‘léoww anduu,tfz
garlands o) green lelel nuts around thein nechs wone onfy a lP?Z ginks
ferky new grass shints, wmmdwmmoummamu he most exciting
Lamddund/uund and the wild noles of a conch hoan accompanied the parade; and when it was
oven, mwwgzzacwudlyuw&dedmz‘ﬁeyam,&ead. Hene, Mary Roleatson, the most dedicated
docton in Romance histony, froke all neconds fy seeing 786/za_t¢,ewt¢wanea’ay. Hen newand?
Numben 187 thnew up all oven her calin. Suc/zwwﬂwgf_oy‘sanduca&saﬂdee/ww&wng.



