lMew Guinea, Boaneo, Bali, Tava, Singapone, Knakatoa, Cocos Keeling

Decemlen is summentime in South Alrica, and time (however Lelatedly you neceive this) to
wish you the peace ond joy of Chnistmas from alar. Our thoughls wing homewand to families and
Iniends hall a wordd away--ond to oun second families on Pitcainn, j:e/w we the Lasl most
memonalle Ciistnas, The yean Letueen has Leen a dream LLown away on the trade winds Jon Zoo
fast, 07 slow meandenings letueen unheand of islands, improfalle advenfunes omong people so
veny dillenent from us, who nonetheless neceived us, strangens, with the most touching [frlend-
ship and hospitality.,

In the Jan wesiern Pacific, Romance had traveled afout as fon fLack in Zime as one can
jouaney in this wonkd. e saw man Living a completely natunal Life, cll his needs supplied
%{L grouing things anound him, ond by the sea, The thatch dwelling, sometimes Litile mone

an animal's Lain, somelimes sunpnisingly attractive, fLecame the nonm. The versatile
paln supplying posts and thatch fon shelten, mats fon sleeping, clolhing, food, walen, eal-
ing ulinsels, husks fon fuel ond oil fon Light. A few nool slaples ane grown; Lish are
caught with shell and feathen funes. A Iree is hollowed for a conce, and thatch provides a
sail., Litile do they drean that thein faothens in a veny different wondd have walked on the

MOOr,

In New Guinea, we on the othen side of Eden, mddngﬁa&uemmdﬁon@%
ning the climl into the Xih centurny. The Highlond native still Lives in mud ond wolile 3
but with tea and coflee looming as cash crops, he has adopted what he desines of westean civ-
ilization, Jn the cool mountain air, il is comnon Lo see woolk swealens and slocking caps
wonn over a Lare Lotlom and a funch of green Leaves slickhing oul behind Like a tunkey Zail,
The eflecl (8 nothing shont of sensalional! The olden generation still favon nose fones and

, and a cus-cus fun collan, The animal’s Long golden Lol hanging down Lelween ELane
bneasts. From Lae, we flew up the [lankham Valley to Goroka aend [it, Hagan, oven
mountain nonges, Scatlered villages poise on nazonkack nidges forn defense, the aound huts
nesenfling a field of Lution mushrooms from the ain, Ue had feen wonned that passengen carns
are 18l allacked on the highway, Lul walhked the muddy fack noads without fear. The Papua

Niuginian is wanm, friendly ond counleous--perhaps feccuse we came on fool, not in toun Lusses,
Hi d sing-sings are always going on in some remole mountain village. Any excuse is an
occasion fon parading Bind of Paradise head dresses and ned face paint., e wene invited to a

wedding Sing Sing, ond Laought traditional gifis of salt and to .



From fladang Lo lewak, Romance cruised Letueen the snow peaked coast and the oullying
Uoﬁca/mcofz/%oﬂaﬂqzb@rz B’.Zu/zg&qz Bam and Bagolog., The ilsland of Kadover was @
visit, and a good one. Without a charl, we have to and made contact with the [irnsi cances,
/uznddone.& canwed and deconated with danus stneamens, le ilnquined aften cawings, and
MMAWI’ A,,@oaééaqyzmejm to sinking with huge crudely conved figunes and
heavy wooden mashks, winsome, primative, sool flackened and smelling pleasantly of charcoal
Fines, ercﬁdgedmmoaggo/ﬂfxzadz.ng, and when we had exausled ourselues, they continued
1o press thein tneasunes on ws, willing o take almost anylhing in trade. /deéawonlg Lew
m&oﬂmfmumbﬂwwawwmmoﬁﬂzm%tm ewak, Aaue/z,eeé/zeaa,&@/zéea,&d
with oun discoveny.

Up the dusty flaprik noad on a pile of coffee sacks in the fLack of a Louncing tauck. Ban-
Loo, 4 p,a&ucmdme/iww Filmy nels stnetched high up across an opening in the irees
o the succulant [lying fox, a twit bat with a 3 fool wingspread, (oasial homes on
stilts giving way to thatch-to-the-ground hill villoges grouped around spinilt houses soaning
into the hond £lue sky. The famous Haus Tambonan, of thatch-Gothic, graceful as a cathedral.

PROCLANATION:  "As a/lo/wza,uy Wwedbwméamx,ddm, du,&ottwgthat}?omazmoe,&eﬁaate
Zhis momenfous event in oun country's histony. Little ships cnossing big oceans helped Luild
oun nation. The Colonial favy, the whalers and menchonimen, wene Little dif’enent than this
small bnigantine, Perhaps we, as Ffew othens, can appreciale the Lives of oun fonefathers al
sea, OM#ﬂwéumtwmdéoﬁmxdudequnoﬁone4homdmi

Amenica the Beautifub--as perfect on imperfect as we her people. [el us pay trnilule to ourn
nation, féwbeﬁetueenﬂewwaaandBomeo,]dg'{‘ﬂzcomﬁ/www&qflouﬂw&mmutal
.S, UWe shall be among the finst Lo celelrate the Binth of Oun Nation.” Fonmal flag raiding
71300--a colonial 13 stan Lannen given to the ship Ly Dan fioneland's fathen fon the occasion.

galms, head winds and davage squalls made the 2,000 miles lLetueen New Guinea and EBonneo
a twing passage, Lul Sandahan, Saloh, our finst Oniental cily, provided ample R & R, Rom-



aiwewa,éﬂze6szuwt¢an' 3 'yq_a,c/v,tin9q,ea/w, and we wene a neal cuniodily, The Local Jachl
Clul, lalaysian Nary Youn Chinese unkles,” Chung and lei, adopted ws and wt%in us
voyage, with a "Steamloat” ot the ! Clul,

A Steanloat is a Lowl of broth hept Lubéling over a hilachi, andé.wmomdfd@ade-@%t—
alle arnay of chicken, leel agczzzoa/a pieces, butlenfly shaimp, eggs, fish, fution mushrooms
and miniatune ears of conn, cooked in the Lroth and eaten on a Loul of itenden Chinese
noodles. A fun way 1o enteatain we'll have to back home in Black Lick, Gloucesten on llay
Cross, Sandahan Ls fest hnown fon nting bind's nests [fon soup,) and fon its Onang Ulan
3 - e meo ‘nals and pets are neintroduced to the jungle.
"Vnang” means "man” in fialay, and "Utan,” "of the jungle.” One Little man-of-the-jungle ook
Sharon Kalen by the hand fon a walk, and Pele Damon had to Le sescued from an adminen’s knee-
hug. ’fe had foun hands to my two,” Pele complained, "lo way could J pry him Loose!”

Bali is a magi-al name among the world's ponts 'o call, a snall island with much to chaun
the viaiton, The Leauty of mountains, lohkes and lterraced nice paddys, rony carts and
waten dul/clo; the sty allutien with a thousand hites. Thenc ane temples without nunfea,
Tiny shnines in eveny family compound, and countless demon-gods carved in soft grey stone.
7. processions of Lovely Balinese ond monnings scented wilh h oflenings of flowen

Ls ond incense. The manwelous Legong dancing of the 3 young women, the kris dan-
cing of the men, the Legendany Ramayana 18 and the Barong, with its wondenful monstens and
wilches, ane part of the pagentry of everyday Life,

Jn Bali, cremations ane a joyous dpectacle hononing the dead. lle wene fontunate fo wit-
ness the Langest cremation in 10 years, a memlen of the royal cast. Jn day Long ceremonies,
the Lo L8 Lransponted atop a gliliening 70' towen connied £y 150 Balinese, accompanied fy a
40’ plush n, ond the fejieuled sacned bull, in which the hononed one is ly ne-
diced Lo ashes, [The colon, the excitement of the surging crowd of 5,000 Balinese, the clash-
ing fnass gongs o a700mmmmdedea,iﬁe,ﬁma@' consuming the golden
Zowen, dragon and Lull against a 2 of tall polms and intense ﬁu»eée shy, L& completely
Leyond the experience of iestean man.

wThe f7z£ucca Sea, the Celeles and Sulu Sea,d} the llacassan, Java and South China Seas wene
a any of wonderous names to conjun visions of nacing tea clippens, iunks, opium smugglens
and pj/zg,ad;. The shallow /zea-g/wen(%ua sea Lszrwnha/w{#z,e Lasl great a‘;f/wnWZd of sail. Ji
awzgwém#ea&ngm,to@'é compulenized wonkd Lo slip quietly along on a dark right knowing
that eveny single vessel out thene is an engineless sailing cralt. dant. shape of a stately
llahossan hetch, Lig as Romance, suddenly Lotming up withou? Lights. A fleet of gaily nainted
Fishing craft with siriped Lateen sails, Like a [Light of Lutterflies across the dauun shy.
Taim tuntle cuttens and fig, Billical cango craft with dhow rigs. The most internesting are the
llakassan helches, with thein Inipod masts, tall gal’l Zops'ls, Tnim hulls, and nassive doulle
sleering oans pushed around Ly helmsmen on boxy oulloond fonns, so0 strange Lo llestenn eypes.
Mo aaw Them Ly Tthe hundreds, ol sea ond in Sunalaia and Diccante, Loading cangos from pictun-
esque ox carls. '



We wenen't cuite prepaned fon Sin e, Jt aose alove the misis one moaning a glillen-
ing concaete and glass /’7cmhaJi2icrzf7 u&ﬂz%o s hall the wonld’'s [leel of steamens, supen
tonhens and coastens anchoned in a b mile wide swatch fefone the city. Ue crept in gingerly,
feeling Like an ani among gianis, and anchoned Letueen a mamoth yellow crane and an aging
Pisaissinpi Riven showloal. Singapone is: shyscrapens and panks and intencontinental holels
and nawviow Lock streets; dank suinbing ivens full of blackened fanges, junks and Lighters;
tni-shaws and food stalls, where you can Lunch on flel Goering (Iried noodles, ) fresh fruil
and sugancane juice fon a dollan. Singapone L&: Tigen Balm Gardens, the old Victonia Theater
and Raffles Hotel.

' While a Lucky few flew ofl to Bangkok, the nesi of us were up in an unwanted droma.
IQd%daothmmgiwtoRoanwLingaéuddengﬂﬁéqua&& hed a 'gallant Lackslay
and snapned the most, ;d/zatﬂo&qwedwaéauee/aio&e/ywudo/; Ski , late’ Dan lloreland,

Zim Drink, and the entine crew, wonked Like demons Zo down sails, nigging,
and the faoken t'gallant mast~-and nenig eveaything again neady fon sailing--ON TIHIEL!!

Romance was now sailing in company wilh VLCCs, the famous {on infamous) Very Large Crude.
Canniens—-Supenships--and il nigs nzacé a blazing infenno of the night shy. J’fz/%‘b‘z,e Langka St~
ails, we came upon a disalled wooden steamer, tnping o make a sail from on ofd hatch coven,

Hea young Indonesian cnew had Leen without [food foa 3 days. e wondened how they faned on ourn
peonuiiulien, Spam and fecns, The sight of Knckatoa nising from The sea thrilled ws--this vol-
cano which erupted in 1883 in histony's Langest explosion, fan greaten than any atom Lomb. An
2Losion heard 3,000 niles away in ustralie, destroying 4 culic miles ol the islond, and
ralding a tidal wave 700 2 high, which crowned 36,000 ix Tava and Sumatra. A plume of cloud
streaning from the pale Llue cone gave an illusion of steam as we hurried Ly. I '

Soon aften, Romance Le/t the Sunda Siraits and plunged into mountainous grey green Jndian
Ocean ;sucﬁ!lé, Leginning a wild, wel, foisterous slug io windward fowands Cocos Keeling. Six monn-
<ngs Lalen, we wene surling down wild ilue nolling seas, tu'ts of palns aising and falling ahead
on the swell. ln hour Latea, ue/w/zdm,edu/zoniie wind and weni tearing in pasl the scary fro-
wns and greens of the aeels off dinection Jslond, into a pool of flrightest turguoise, nounded up
and Lel go the /uaau% anchon in 5 fathons. Cocos Keeling is Zhe private hingdom of 6 genenations
of the Jk:/m Clunes Rodss Fanily, ond thein lialay ploaniclion wonkens, Like nis predecessons, Zhe
present J(R quile aightly insists on the complete privacy of Home Jsland, Lut allows men
the nun of Direction Jeland. Aften the Susy Onient, it was good to dig oun Zoes in sand

3 mddnon/a&einﬂwuaxzm[iiwon, Mﬂbeu&zdheqwf/czugewm on the neef. And

on that Lonely islond, we shall have to Leave you caslaway until the next Log, while Rom-

ance naces on across the Jndion Ceean.




