
Anecdote

Type of Humor



Anecdotes 

One of the most powerful tools the humorous speaker has in their arsenal is the 
anecdote.  An anecdote can be defined as, “any interesting incident or striking event, 
published or not”.  It is usually more intricate or complex than jokes.  There are two 
types of anecdotes, celebrity centered and those that have an illustrative point or 
moral meaning.  A  biographical anecdote is an amusing narrative or a detached 
incident about a famous person.  Often anecdotes are merely a  joke tagged onto 
a celebrity.  A humorous definition would be “a brief account of an incident that has 
never happened in  the life of some famous person”.  An illustrative anecdote il-
lustrates a lesson or moral point through an amusing situation.  They are the stock 
in trade of public speakers who need to make a point in an amusing way.  One 
of the best sources for  this type of humor is author James C. Humes who wrote 
Podium Humor and More Podium Humor.  Humes has  gathered many excellent 
anecdotes, arranging them by subject and suggesting ways to work them into the 
speech topic.    

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Antonymism

Wordplay



Antonymism

An antonymism is humor which derives its effect from contrasting two words or 
phrases of opposite meaning.  
The  girl with a future avoids a man with a past.  
The more we think of some people the less we think of them. 
Antonyms can  be found in comic definitions. For example:  
Installment buying consists of easy payments and difficult collections. 
Antonyms can be found in the sayings of many well known humorists. Mark Twain 
said, 
“There is no end to the laws and  no beginning to the execution of them”.  
Oscar Wilde said, 
“A woman begins by resisting a mans advances and ends by  blocking his re-
treat”.    

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Aside

Technique



Aside

An aside is a thought that is seemingly thrown in by the speaker as if something they 
were saying reminded them of it.  It can be a humorous point or story.  It also offers 
humor potential in that the speaker can act  as if they have forgotten where they 
were going prior to this thought, then jump back into the original train of thinking.  



Banter

Technique



Banter 

Banter could be defined as a good-natured give & take, exchange of teasing or witty 
remarks between friends.  It is  synonymous with raillery and persiflage.    
Bob, you're going to have to save that suit, I hear they're coming back....



Blue Humor/
Scatalogical Humor



Blue Humor/Scatalogical Humor
 
Not really a specific form of humor, but a descriptive term for humor that is based 
subjects such as sex, body parts,  bodily functions or other subjects that may be 
offensive to some listeners.  Such humor has no place in the repertoire of  any public 
speaker, other than for their own personal enjoyment, in private.  While you may make 
an audience laugh using  blue humor, it will be a forced laughter that they may not 
appreciate.  If you are planning to speak to professional  audiences or any audience 
for that matter, best avoid such humor.  You may end up ruining your own reputation 
and will  certainly not receive referrals for future engagements. Synonymous with 
scatalogical humor; an interest in or treatment of obscene matters.   



Blunder

Type of Humor



Blunder 

The blunder is wit based on a person who makes a mistake which in turn makes 
them look foolish.  There are a  number of types of blunders including mistaken 
identity, double blunder, typographical error, Bonehead, recovery and relapse.  Some 
are based on mistaken identities of people and derive their punch from the failure 
to observe distinctions between people due to surrounding circumstances.  
A man rushed into a tavern and asked the  bartender, who was removing the dew 
from the bar, if he knew anything that would stop hiccups. His answer was a slap  
across the face with a wet towel.  Surprised and furious, the stranger demanded 
the reason for such action.  With a  placating grin the bartender replied: “Well, you 
haven’t any hiccups now, have you?” “I never did have,” was the indignant  answer.  
“I wanted something for my wife.  She’s out in the car.”    
A double blunder makes things worse.  
One fellow turned to his neighbor at a large party and said, “I made a terrible  mistake 
just now.  I told one of the men here that the host must be a cheap tightwad, and he 
turned out to be the host”.   His neighbor replied, “Oh, you mean my husband”.   

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Boner

Slip



Boners 

The boner is a humorous device and a category of the slip.  Boners are short and 
pointed mistakes that have an  amusing effect.  They are the replies made by school 
children or college students to an oral or written question.  
The future  of “I give” is “I take”.  
One by-product of raising cattle is calves. 
The word trousers is an uncommon noun because it is  singular at the top and 
plural at the bottom.  



Bon Mot

Slip



Bon Mot

 A Bon Mot is another word for a clever remark or witticism.  Bon Mots are like 
epigrams, short pithy sayings.  They  may or may not be humorous in nature.

-Some politicians repair their fences by hedging.
-We all work for the government, but the politician is wise, he gets paid for it.
-The easiest way to teach children the value of money is borrow some from 
them.
-The best way to keep a husband is in doubt.
-Don't marry for money; you can borrow it cheaper.    



Burlesque

Satire



Burlesque
 
Burlesque falls under the category of satire.  It is one of the oldest forms of satiric 
imitation.  Burlesque ridicules any  general style of speech or writing whereas 
parody mocks specific writings. Burlesque distorts technical jargon like legalese  & 
medicalese.  It also is the satiric imitation of literary forms and story patterns.    An 
example of speech related burlesque is,
 “A garage owner cut his hand and the next day it became infected.  The doctor  who 
examined it explained the trouble in high-falutin medical terminology, quickly treated 
the wound and charged him  ten dollars.  A week later the man’s assistant said: 
“Your doctors out here with a flat tire.”  “Diagnose it as an absence of  flatulence of 
the perimeter,” said the garage owner, “and tell him it’s caused by penetration of a 
foreign object resulting in  the dissipation of the compressed atmospheric contents, 
and see that you charge him accordingly."    

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Bull

Slip



Bull

The bull, like the boner, falls under the category of the slip.  It is a term for humor-
ous statement based on some  absurd contradiction, the humor arising from some 
special nature of the contradiction.  The term is believed to have been  used by 
Chaucer, denoting a ludicrous mistake in language.  Such ludicrous verbal contra-
dictions were originally English,  but became Irish as epithets based on the Irish 
immigrants due to their poor knowledge of the language.  Thus arose the  Irishism 
or Irish Bull.  Examples include, 
“A good stone coffin should last a man a lifetime”.  
“The happiest man on earth is  one who has never been born”.  
“I’ve a great fancy to see my own funeral before I die”.   
Jonathan Swift, quipped, “May  you live all the days of your life”.  
The title of one of Dr. Jarvis’s tapes is,
 “Things are more like they are now than they have  ever been”.   



Caricature/
Caricaturism

Type of Humor



Caricature 
Exaggeration by means of often ludicrous distortion of parts or characteristics.   

Caricaturism
The caricaturism is a caricature in wisecrack form.  It exaggerates the physical, 
mental or personality traits of an individual, generally by means of a ridiculous 
example. As a rule the caricaturism follows a simple verbal pattern.  Someone is 
said to be stingy, stupid, etc. and then a ludicrous example of this quality is given 
to substantiate the opening statement.    The caricaturism is a class of exaggerism; 
early on they were known as Yankeeisms or Jonathonisms.  They are big outland-
ish exaggerations.

He was so big and heavy, that his shadow, falling on a boy, killed him.
He is so tall he has to stand on a chair to brush his teeth.
He has such a long face, the barbers charge him twice for a shave.
When he was born he was so big it was impossible to name him all at once.
See Witcracks by Alvin Schwartz, Lippincott Co., 1973
See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Chain

Technique



Chain 

The chain is based on a series of things linked or joined together.  It may be of any  
type: chronological, linguistic,  geographical, etc.  It may also be based on alterna-
tive choices.  It includes a variety of types like blunting, cumulative and  pendulum 
stories.  For example, here is a chain relating to British socialized medicine:  
A National Health Service patient  went to see his doctor.  He walked through the 
front  door and found himself facing two more doors marked “Male” and  “Female”.  
He walked through the door for males and saw another corridor with two doors, one 
marked “Over 21” and the  other  “Under 21”.  He passed through the former and 
again found himself facing two doors marked  “Married” and  “Single”.  Through the 
“Married” door he was confronted with another choice:  “Socialist” or “Conserva-
tive”.  He walked  through the door marked “Conservative” —  and found himself 
in the street!    

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Conundrum

Type of Humor



Conundrum 

A conundrum is like a riddle in that it is a word puzzle, the only problem being that 
while you may be able to solve a  riddle, the answer to a conundrum is impossible 
to solve.  The answer to a conundrum is a pun.  For example, 

“Why does  a cow wear a bell?  Its horns don’t work."
"What did one eye say to the other?  There something between us that smells”.
"What is even more remarkable than a horse that can count?  A spelling bee."
"Why did the moth eat the rug?  To see the floor show."
"Why must a doctor keep his temper?  He can't afford to lose his patients."
"If a man smashed a clock, could he be convicted of killing time?  Not if the clock 
struck first."
"What turns without moving?  Milk."
"Where did Noah keep his bees?  In the ark hives."
"How did Jonah feel when the whale ate him?  Down in the mouth."    
"What is the easiest way to double your money?  Fold it."



Cumulative

Technique



Cumulative
 
Cumulative humor is often written in a chain-story pattern.  It is found in ancient 
folklore and can be illustrated by  classics such as the English story, “For want 
of a nail.”      

“For want of a nail, the shoe was lost.  For want of a shoe, the  horse was lost.  
For want  of a horse, the rider was lost.  For want of a rider, the battle was lost.  
For want of a  battle, the  kingdom was lost.  And all for the want of a horseshoe 
nail."    

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Epigram

Type of Humor



Epigram
 
An epigram is an overall term for a prose witticism.  A short & clever saying referring 
to a general group of persons  or things.  Through the device of switching, an epigram 
may be changed into a wisecrack.  Epigrams are mostly satire and  deal with evils and 
follies of mankind.  There are two basic types of epigrams, wordplay and thoughtplay.  
All epigrams  contain both, but generally one or the other dominates.  For example, 
“The world should make peace first and then make it  last”.  
Here the verbal contrast is clearly more productive than the idea, where as in, 
“The best argument for everlasting  peace is that it would enable us to finish paying 
for past wars.”,
where the idea is wittier than the form of expression.  Epigrams are effective because 
of both what and how they are said.  Take for example, 
“Most optimism is due to a lack of  observation and so is pessimism.”  
If you retain the idea and change the expression to, 
“Most optimism and pessimism are  due to lack of observation”, 
the epigram falls apart.  

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Exaggerism

Nonsense



Exaggerism 

This type of comic saying amusingly overstates the special features, defects or 
peculiarities of a person or thing.  The  caricaturism is a form of exaggerism.  Exag-
gerisms can deal with all  types of subjects, from people to animals to impersonal 
things.  The nature of exaggerism is hyperbolic witticisms. It is a comic saying 
employing condensed humor and  hyperbole, an expanded kind of truth.  Some 
examples are:  
“The kitchen was so small the mice had to walk on their hind  legs.”  “She is so 
industrious, when she has nothing to do she sits and knits her brows.”   
“A tree once grew so rapidly that  it actually pulled itself up by its roots.”  

In the  early 1800’s, this type of comic saying was referred to as a “Yankeeism” 
or  “Jonathonism.”  They involved only a few words, but were funny because they 
were so ridiculous.

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Freudian Slip

Slip



Freudian Slip
 
The Freudian slip is a humorous statement which seems accidental, but supposedly 
comes from some deep psychological disturbance.  An example of this is:  

“A woman who refused to attend a party with her husband because she  loathed 
the hostess finally consented because it involved his business.  She promised her 
husband she would act pleasant  and agreeable.  True to her word, she behaved 
charmingly to her hostess all evening.  When they left, she shook hands  with her 
hostess and said warmly,  “It was so nice for us to come.”  

Freud often discovered from the accidental slips of his  patients, their subsurface 
thought processes and in this way was able to remove  their nuerotic symptoms.  
There are a  number of different other types of slips including malapropisms, bon-
ers, bulls and Goldwynisms.  

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Goldwynism

Slip



Goldwynism 

Goldwynisms are another form of a slip.  Samuel Goldwyn, the movie man, was 
famous for mixing words.  As with all slips,  the  Goldwynism is based on verbal 
errors.  For  example, 

“Tell them to put more life in their dying.”   
“For your information, just answer me one question.”  
“I’ll give it to  you in two words,  UM POSSIBLE.”  
“That movie.  Terrible!  Don’t fail to miss it if you can."
”Gentlemen," said Samuel Goldwyn at a scenario conference, "I may not always 
be right -- but I'm never wrong!"
"A verbal contract isn't worth the paper its written on."
"I want to go where the hand of man has never set foot."
"Now, gentlemen, listen slowly."
"Every Tom, Dick and Harry is named William."
"During Truman's worst days, Samuel goldwyn said that if F.D.R. were alive he'd 
be turning over in his grave."
See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Hyperbole



Hyperbole 

 Hyperbole is defined as extravagant exaggeration.    



Irony

Satire



Irony  
Irony is one of the leading elements in humor.  It is the use of words to express something 
other than and especially  the opposite of the literal meaning.   The most common form 
of irony is the expression by which a person says the  opposite of what they mean and 
the listener believes the opposite of what is said.   Irony may be civil mockery, ingenious  
derision or a verbal sneer.  It can be employed through contrast, understatement or 
imitation.  It can be mockery masked in  politeness. Irony can also be the subtle dif-
ferences between appearance and reality; curious discrepancies between cause  and 
effect, the relation between aim and achievement or between accident and design.  For 
example: Other than and especially the opposite of the literal meaning:  Tiny for a big 
person.   Slim for a fat person.   
Mockery masked in politeness:  
The tired store clerk had pulled down blanket after  blanket until only one was left on 
the shelf.  Then the customer remarked,  “I don’t really want to buy today, I am only  
looking for a friend.”  “Well, Madam,”  said the clerk, “I’ll take down the last one if you 
think he’s in it.”     
Relation  between cause and effect:    When Lincoln was once told that a  northern politi-
cian had  expressed  a  strong dislike for him, he stroked his chin in perplexity.  “That’s 
odd,” he said, “I can’t understand why he dislikes me.   I  never did him any favors.”  

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Joke

Type of Humor



Joke 

A joke is a brief oral narrative with a climactic humorous twist. 

Max Eastman discusses a "practical" joke.  (Different from the type of humor where 
a bucket of water falls on someone going through a doorway.)  It must start off 
plausibly and collapse suddenly, different than conveying ludicrous impressions.  
Timing is not critical in painting funny pictures, but is in making witty cracks.  A 
humorous story will paint funny pictures, ludicrous impressions in the mind of the 
listener.  Mark Twain said, "The humorous story is strictly a work of art - high and 
delicate art - and only an artist can tell it; but no art is necessary in telling the comic 
and witty story; anybody can do it."  This may not actually be accurate, considering 
how many jokes are told.....poorly.  The teller must still be able to present it clearly 
without making mistakes.  It will of course, still be brief.  Otherwise it will become an 
extended joke or long humorous story with a punchline.  Too much extending of a 
joke, adding extraneous detail for the purpose of demonstrating one's own superior 
ability as a humorist, may prompt a listener to observe, "He's carrying it too far....".  
This practice not only reduces a joke's "effectiveness" but may take the listener out 
of "in-fun".  See Enjoyment of Laughter, Chapter 11. 



Malapropism

Slip



Malapropism
 
The french term mal a propos means inappropriate or out of place.  It is the misuse 
of vernacular or  using one word for another due to ignorance.   Mixing up words 
such as electrocution for elocution, irritation for irrigation,  etc.   When Mrs. Mala-
prop, a character in a play by Sheridan is accused of using words she does not 
understand, she  replies, 
“If I apprehend anything in this world, it is the use of my oracular tongue, and a nice 
derangement of epitaphs."
The double malaprop is a species of double blunder which results when a person 
attempts to correct their first malapropriate remark.
A Captain in the last war was an ex-pugilist famous for his illiteracy.  On one occa-
sion he reprimanded the company for its lack of precision during formation. "What 
the hell's the matter with this outfit?" he barked.  "Every day you're getting more and 
more laxative."  When a snicker ran through the ranks, he immediately cancelled 
all weekend passes.  "This'll teach you to deify me," he snapped.

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Pendulum

Technique



Pendulum

Another form of comic chain is the pendulum where the back and forth motion 
between one opinion or expression to  another is evident.  The form, found in a 
sentence is its simplest form.  
“A dog is an animal that may or may not be kept as a pet, that either can or cannot 
be used for hunting, and that serves or doesn’t serve for guarding property”.  
You may remember the conversations that go back and forth, alternating between 
the opinion that something is good news and bad  news.    

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Pun

Wordplay



Pun 

You have likely heard the expression that puns are the lowest form of humor.  And 
also likely, when someone comes  up with a pun, the result is usually a groan.  
Puns are wordplay, either inadvertent or intended linguistic reversals.  Puns are  a 
many flavored style of humor.  They include tangletalk, marrowskys and commonly, 
Spoonerisms.  Puns involve the play  of words with similar sounds and meanings.  
Often they are the unintentional reversal of words and their parts, often  resulting 
in humorous new concoctions of meaning and sound.  These are in many cases, 
forms of  malapropism.  While puns, spoonerisms, malaprops can be humorous, 
they should be chosen with care.  Earlier I mentioned that they are  often received 
with a groan from the audience.  Why might that be?  In humorous speech, you 
want to entertain and uplift  your audience.  Your object is to make them feel better 
by having them recognize and appreciate humor.  Puns though,  while very clever 
and creative, tend to suggest the cleverness of the creator.  Puns, while funny, do 
not have the salutary  effect of other forms of humor.  They are clever and, when 
used properly, can be very effective in illustrating a point.    

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Reversible

Technique



Reversible
 
One of the most common elements in humor is the reversal.  It may relate to a 
change in language, situation or ideas.  Dr. Jarvis talks about the way people greet 
the morning.  
Some say “Good Morning Lord!”, Some say, “Good Lord,  morning”.
  
Then there was the dustbowl story about  a man who, after a drought that had lasted 
many months, felt the first  few drops of rain and fainted.  He had to be revived by 
having a bucket of dust thrown in his face.    

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Round

Technique



Round
 
The round is humor based on a circular course and ends where it begins.  Rounds 
may be short  or long.  
In a small  town a man used to call the telephone operator every morning and ask 
her for the correct  time.  After several weeks the  curious operator asked him why 
he did so. “I have to be very careful  about the right time,” he explained, “because I 
blow the noon whistle at the factory.”  “That’s strange,” she answered, “Why, every 
day at noon I set our clock by your whistle.”        

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Repartee

Gag



Repartee 

Repartee is the branch of wit that covers clever replies and retorts. But for all of the 
reported instances of true  repartee, the majority are in reality like that old saying, 
“I wish I’d said”.  Mark Twain defined repartee as, “something we  think of 24 hours 
too late.”  One famous story is about the artist Whistler and Oscar Wilde.  
The famous painter had once  said something brilliant at a table conversation 
and the famous writer turned to him with the complimentary, “I wish I’d said  that.”  
Whereupon Whistler retorted, “You will, Oscar, you will.”  
Most instances relating to famous people are spurious.  Made up later.  
Kinsey, the sexologist, was once lecturing on his favorite subject to a mixed audience.  
At the end of his  talk, during the q & a period, one woman got up and asked, “Tell 
me Dr. Kinsey, what is really the vital difference  between a man and a woman?”  
“Madam, I can not conceive,” readily replied the celebrated authority.    
There are several important types of repartee.  The insult, the double insult,  revers-
ible and parallel.  The most prevalent  form of repartee is the insult.  
Two women are talking.  One says: “I refused to marry Bob three months ago and 
he’s been  drinking  ever since.”  The other replies, “That’s what I call carrying a 
celebration too far!”  

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Satire



Satire 

Merriam Websters Collegiate Dictionary defines satire this way: trenchant wit, irony 
or sarcasm used to expose and  discredit vice or folly.  Public speakers planning 
to use satire in their presentations need to tread lightly.  Especially if any of  the 
material is aimed at the audience to whom they are speaking.  The synonym of 
satire is wit.  We go back to Dr. Jarvis’s   phrase, “humor pictures, wit punctures”.  
If you have earned the position as a noted and well known commentator on life  
and satire is your natural weapon, then go for it.  Otherwise, in order to uplift your 
audience and help them remember, use  good clean humor.     



Slanting

Technique



Slanting 

To relate humor to the audience, fill in/embellish with factual material  known to the 
audience.  Slanting requires an element of truth.  Slanting enhances believability.
  
Slanting may be used effectively when opening a speech.  Dr. Jarvis structures his 
talks this way:

1. Your Introduction.
2. Your response to your introduction, planned or ad-libbed.
3. General remarks to the audience.
4. Specific remarks about a person in the audience after receiving permission from 
that person.  Here is where slanting comes in handy.  Take a joke or humorous 
anecdote and slant to reflect the audience or an individual in the audience.
5. Get into your subject.
6. Conclusion.



Spoonerism

Speech



Spoonerism 

Spoonerisms constitute a special type of wordplay, the defining element being  
“linguistic reversal”.  They are also known as transposition puns, metathesis, 
turn  abouts, reversals, marrowskys and tangletalk.  Unintentional reversals are a  
form of  malapropism, where the mind switches words or parts of words without 
intending to do so.  They may also be  deliberate and can be built into jokes that 
are carefully scripted with a set  up and a punchline where the reversal  occurs.  
They are an example of humor that is created  by incongruity, where the contrast 
between two images is startling  or absurd.  An excellent  paperback on  Spooner-
isms and their background is “Cruel and Unusual Puns” by Don Hauptman.  As 
Mae West stated, 
“Its not the men in your life, its the life in your men”.   

See "Cruel and Unusual Puns" by Don Hauptman, Dell, 1991



Switching

Technique



Switching 

When considering the humorous content of a joke or story, first you will look  for the 
key elements of that story.  You  can switch the setup, the punchline, the concept,  
or even the time frame.  This allows you to take one joke, switch certain elements 
and come up with another joke.
Basic Steps of Switching:.
1. Pick a joke.  Start with a clearly structured joke, preferably one that is funny.  Set 
up and punchline should be easy-to-see and straight forward.  
2. Identify the key element of the joke.  What makes it funny?
3. Break down the key elements into seperate components and extend them.  Think 
about broader categories, extend components broader to narrower or vice versa.     



Wisecrack

Type of Humor



Wisecrack 

A word generally applied to any clever remark.  A wisecrack is a distinct form of 
witticism dealing with a particular  person or thing.  Most wisecracks are made up 
of wordplay, often referring to an individual and often a caricature in  capsule form.  
The characteristic opening is “he” or “she”, but may also be first person singular 
or about any person:  
He is  a man of letters, he works at the post office. 
I live in an apartment, overlooking the rent. 
My mother-in-law sits around all  day grieving because she hasn’t a fortune with 
which to disinherit me.  
Emcees or comedians may use the first person  singular if they do not have a 
partner or straightman.  Wisecracks were developed originally for radio because 
there was a  need for humorous material that was quick and not time consuming.  
Overuse led to the development of patterned  wisecracks such as  the exaggerism, 
a witticism overstating something about a person or thing.  Most popular forms  

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Wordplay



Wordplay 

Wordplay refers to verbal wit.  Most forms of humor are based on wordplay.  A 
practical joke played on someone,  based on some physical action would not be 
wordplay.  In your arsenal of humor, which should be at your fingertips, you  should 
be aware of the many forms of wordplay.

There are two principle types of wordplay.  Phonetic and non-phonetic.  In phonetic, 
wit is based on sound effects, in non-phonetic, wit is derived from the relationship 
of words, not their sounds, For example, 
“Always do your best, but not  your best friend” 
versus 
“We don’t get ulcers from what we eat, but what is eating us.”  
Another form of epigram is the  antonymism in which wordplay arises out of words 
of opposite meaning: 
“When you are right, no one remembers; when  you are wrong, no one forgets.”  
Similarly meaning or sounding words also create non-phonetic epigrams.  
“The U.S. is  the land of the free, but some Americans take too many liberties.”    

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Gag



Gag

The gag in popular parlance is any kind of joke, clever remark, or funny trick - a 
vague term for any intentional attempt to procure laughter.  In its strict humoro-
logical sense, however, it is limited to a definite form of comic dialogue.  It differs 
from the wisecrack because it is conversation rather that monologue, and from the 
joke because it involves no situation.  The typical gag may involve a question and 
answer:
"Did you get up with a grouch today?"  "No, she got up before me."
The absence of the situation permits easy adaptation of the gag into expanded 
forms, like comedy routines, and into a variety of switches, like comic sayings of all 
sorts. The earliest gags were nothing but conundrums and for decades the terms 
were interchangeable.  Characteristic of early gags were question and answer 
dialogue:
"What hens lay the longest?"  "Dead ones."

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952



Blunting

Technique



Blunting

Blunting is an ancient device that was commonly employed in the classic dramas 
of Greece, where, under the name of amblysia, its histrionic effects were studied 
and exploited.  As a technique in modern humor it pretends to dull the edge of dire 
news while really sharpening it.
Little Bobbie asked his mother to put some iodine on his bleeding knee.  "How did 
you cut yourself?" she asked.  "Oh, it was nothing," he said.  "I was climbing on 
the kitchen ladder and I fell down."  "Kitchen ladder?  What were you doing on the 
kitchen ladder?"  "I was trying to get the glue."  "Glue?  What did you want the glue 
for?"  "So I could fix the vase in the living room."  "The vase?  Did you break the 
vase?"  "No, the ball broke it."  "The ball?"  "Yes. After it broke the mirror, it bounced 
off and hit the vase." "Were you playing ball in the living room?"  "Oh, No.  We were 
playing in the yard and the ball broke through the big baywindow.  Now, Mother, will 
you please hurry and put some iodine on my knee. The boys are waiting for me." 
The humorous derision of soft-pedaling may also cover the problem of how to break 
good news instead of bad or may be ridiculed by reversing the process.

See "Humor of Humor" by Evan Esar, Horizon Press, 1952




